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Single -Sheathed Auto Cars

By Bob Lucas

Above:
destroyed in
single door opening and

total of 201 ex -Frisco single -sheathed

auto cars were added to the AC&Y
roster in late 1959, primarily to handle
increased tire and wheel rim traffic The
history and details of these unique freight
cars w ere covered in our Spring -Summer
2016 News magazine , a free PDF download
from the Society website d ACYHS.Org

In June 1930, the SL -SF (Frisco) obtained
three -hundred double door auto cars in
series 152600 -152899. All were built by
General American Car of Chicago and were
gi ven AAR desi g nTheyiwenmr
among the last 50 -foot composite (steel
fram ing and wood) auto cars constructed.

general reconditioning. AC&Y t
in 1959. AC&Y 3616 w as still on the active roster in January 1973.

arefnmidéed unchanged

AC&Y #3616, an e Xx-SLSF auto car , replaced a steel PS-1 50 -foot box of the same number
a n sacond @ #36itwas pictur€ch ein 1859 after being reconfigured with a

ook delivery of 20l ex -Fri sco 5008

Society Archive Collection

They had an inside length of 50' -6", an
inside height of 10" -2" and inside width of
8'-1". The hand brake was an Ajax design.

The cars also had Dreadnaught auto doors
on the "A" end with an opening 9'-0" wide
by 9 d1" high. The roof was a radial design
and trucks were Bettendorf (Scullin) with
Barber lateral motion devices. They utilized
the Howe (inward -facing) truss design with
rolled steel Z -brace framing.  One hundred
cars would later be retrofitted with Evans
auto loaders (two types) while 200 cars
during their SL-SF
careers except for addition of schedule AB
airbrakes and metal running boards.
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Above: SL-SF #1528 12 is one of the three hundred 50 -foot single sheathed auto  boxcars
built by General American for the Frisco in June 1930. De emed surplus by the Frisco,
201 cars would find new homes on the AC&Y. The photo is dated 1954 -55. The placard
on the high t acUWNLbGAD dT HleSa dSsI DoBob Oudds ¥odlection.
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50’ SINGLE SHEATHED BOX CAR
PARTS LIST

BODY STYLES - ALL SHOWN WITH - =2V \|_\E
UNDECORATED PART NUMBER = U I [LESS et

<=_ (from #90203)

21000 - STEEL SINGLE DOOR
21100 - WOOD DOUBLE DOOR

21200 - WOOD DOUBLE DOOR - AUTO END
21300 - STEEL DOUBLE DOOR - AUTO END T
21400 - STEEL DBL. DR. W/PLATE - AUTO END | *°0202Underframe[—

] —

21500 - STEEL DOUBLE DOOR W/PLATE S File small angles to

21600 - STEEL DOUBLE DOOR #90977 ’
Couple

REFER TO DRAWING FOR COMPONENT PART | . .~ UV | Flg. 1 —_—

* Reservoir—

NUMBERS. PLEASE CONTACT FACTORY FOR (from #980203)

MISSING OR REPLACEMENT PARTS. PRICE #90021 B
AND SPECIFICATION SUBJECT TO CHANGE 2-56 x 1/8 Scrow e
WITHOUT NOTICE. #2023 : : #p/
Bettendorf (O - —* Triple Valve
Truck & Wheel Sets
MODEL DIE CASTING, INC. == % Brake Cylinder
P. 0. BOX 1927 o= e
*: #14855 AB Brake Se
CARSON CITY, NV 89702 USA O Serow ke set

#90898

MADE IN THE U.S. A.

Above: Fortunately for Frisco and AC& Y modelers, building these interesting cars in HO
scale is very straightforward. The basis of the project are injection molded kits offered by
Roundhouse. The Roundhouse line is now a division of Athearn (Horizon Hobby). Athearn

resumed manufacture of m any Roundhouse items, -sheathed lboxcars. 50 &

Nevertheless , these can be found on E -Bay or at train shows. Bob Lucas collection.
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Above: Roundhouse produced several versions of their single -sheathed boxcar kits. The

21300 -series (body style) kits are virtually perfect matches to A C & Y dauble door cars
numbered #3750-3874. Model i ng AC&YODds si nglséwolite,one beingthse r e g
21000 single steel door body style plus either a 21200 or 21400 with the auto end door

(which will be scavenged ). Any pre -lettered cars are OK as they will be repainted.

Summary of AC&Y's eixrisco Auto Cars
Side
AC&Y | Total Frisco Seried Auto Inside | Inside | Inside [ Nominal | Circa Builder / Doors Notes
Series | Cars 1 Loaders| Length | Height | Width CAPY | AC&Y| Rebuilders | (while
AC&Y)
. General Single it (A0,
VETTlellEs Yes American steel SelLsin,
Second renumbered Evans 4902 1959 Chicago, SL| door Replacement
3616 1 as SiSF Type T 50'6" | 10-8" | 9-1" | CUF 50 to SE and'St. with 8- evaluation
152505 D ton 1973 Louis g" car, leased
deZpi Refrigerator?| opening . A
' Morrison
General Double .
American steel IOl (R0,
3750 SISF 4642 1959 Chicago, SL| door ex-SLSF,
3849 100 152626 No 50'6" | 10-2" | 8-11" | CURRO- to SE an d'St with leased from
152899 ton 1970 - o Oklahoma
Louis 12-1 Leasing
Refrigerator?| opening ’
General Double
American- steel Built 1930
SISF 4642 1959 . '
3850 1 o5 | 152626 No | 506" |10-2" | 8-11" | cUFs0| to | CNicago, SL| door | exSLSF,
3874 152899 ton 1970 SF and St. with leased from
Louis 12-1" Purdy Co.
Refrigerator?| opening
3875 renumbered Evans 4902 1959 Chicago, SL| door ex-SLSF,
3926 52 as SISF Type T 50'6" | 10-8" | 9-1" | CURO to SE an d'St. with 8- leased from
152505 ton 1973 . " AA.
152574 D Louis & Morrison
Refrigerator?| opening
Various Yes Aﬁ]i?ii;arlr Ssltr;?alf Built 1930,
3927 renumbered Evans 4663 1959 Chicago, SL| door ex-SLSF,
3949 23 as SISF Type F 50'6" | 10-2" | 9-1" | CUF50| to SE an d'St. with 8- leased from
152600 ton 1971 . ; AA.
152624 = —— & Morrison
Refrigerator?| opening
Total | 201




Modeling the Double Door Cars in HO Scale

Above: The first steps are removal of the lower side sill reinforcement and oversized drop steps on

all corners (circled in yellow). The sill reinforcement can be carefully cut with a razor saw, then
flush sanded on a flat service such as a sheet of pla te glass toyield the prototype straight side sill
Above: The next step is optional, but recommended. Carefully remove the cast-on left side grab

irons , the lower end sill grabs and single end grab to the right . X-Acto #17 chisel blades are great
for these tasks. Replace all 10 c ast gr ab sstraightt metallgBabs from Tichy or Westerfield.
Use a #7 7 drill for mounting holes. The cast ladders can be replaced, but are not objectionable.

' Leftt  Next, the deep center sill under
i frame requires minor modification. Since

the sill reinforcement was removed, b oth

ql large cross bearers should be trimmed to
meet the depth of the lower side sill :
S The squared shape should be changed to

match the angular profile shown in the

- photo. A sharp razor can be used to
remove most material, and then file and
sand to provide a nice clean appearance.




